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What’s in a name? This is a question I have had to ponder a lot this year. 

First a little history. In 2014 I was part of creating an organization called TDoR Palm 
Springs to create a vigil to remember transgender people lost to violence. We created  
a powerful Memorial Cenotaph Statue which is displayed at Palm Springs City Hall. 

We quickly grew to build advocacy for our community and changed our name to the 
Transgender Community Coalition to represent our growth. Over time, we saw the  
great need for social support and direct services to help transgender people in the 
Coachella Valley to achieve safety, stability, employment and to help many in the  
process of transitioning. 

To provide this support a new organization was created, the Transgender Health and 
Wellness Center. In May of 2018 we opened our first 1,098 square foot facility to house 
both the Transgender Community Coalition and Transgender Health and Wellness Center. 
We quickly outgrew this space with our counseling, behavioral health therapy, laser hair 
removal, peer support, crises management and intervention, education and electrolysis 
services for members of our community preparing to transition. We quickly moved into  
a much larger 3,300 square foot office in the same office complex at suite 143 on  
July 1, 2019. 

While this has been a true labor of love for me and those that work and volunteer to 
make this happen, operating two organizations with redundant policies, boards and  
regulatory compliance processes, has become downright exhausting. 

To make things more simple, the two boards made the decision to merge the two  
organizations. I am very happy because this will make our lives a bit easier. But it is  
also a melancholy moment for me as we let go of the name Transgender Community 
Coalition (TCC) – my baby. My whole heart and honestly much of my time and effort  
for the past few years has been connected to TCC. But the good work will continue  
under the merged name of the Transgender Health and Wellness Center.

In 2019 we have provided free behavioral health therapy to more than 160 people.  
We have provided hair removal as part of the gender transition process for dozens of  
people this year. We have assisted people with financial assistance through our Raina 
Chessman Fund. This Fund will continue as part of the merged Transgender Health  
and Wellness Center. Ms. Chessman reminds all of us that we are not free from violence.  
She was the Palm Springs transgender woman that was dismembered in Whitewater 
California. Her perpetrator was never caught and she never received justice for the crime  
against her. So far in 2019 we have 24 transgender women murdered and a great deal 
brutally tortured. One was attached to the back of a SUV and dragged for blocks in Texas.

While our direct service work is what people most want to hear about, the truth is we 
have also focused a great deal of energy on enhancing our infrastructure. We have  
focused on improving our financial and operating policies and procedures this year.  
We have built a very strong Board of Directors for the merged organization. Along with 
the merger that will be finalized in December 2019, we are positioned for significant 
growth in 2020.

We have also seen many more donors this year providing direct financial support to  
our transgender-led organization. We could not exist without the financial support of  
our cisgender allies, especially those in the lesbian, gay, bisexual and ally communities.  
We greatly appreciate your support for helping ensure our continued growth and success 
through your charitable giving. 

Please take this time to reflect on how precious life is and how lucky we are.

Sincerely,

Thomi Clinton
Executive Director
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TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE

PROGRAM
3 pm
Resource Fair begins

5 pm
Transgender Day of Remembrance begins

Opening, Thomi Clinton

Thank yous and acknowledgments

Les Young, speaker

Reading of Names 

Ryan Cassata, special guest speaker

Officials invited to take photo with proclamations in front of candle bearers

Closing, Thomi Clinton

6:30 pm
Transgender Day of Remembrance vigil ends

7 pm
Resource Fair ends

NOVEMBER 20, 2019 
PALM SPRINGS 
CITY HALL
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RYAN CASSATA
Our special guest speaker is singer, songwriter, actor and activist  
Ryan Cassata. Ryan has appeared on Larry King Live and The 
Tyra Banks Show. He has performed at LGBT music festivals  
and at popular music venues such as Whisky a Go Go, The 
Saint, The Bitter End, SideWalk Cafe, Turf Club and Bowery 
Poetry Club.

2500 N Palm Canyon Dr  Suite A-5  Palm Springs
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Transgender Health and Wellness Center  
Board of Directors
Bruce Weiss, President
Tim Sigle, Treasurer
Adam Cafege, Secretary
Dr. Glen Grayman, Board Member
Sr. Rob Morrison, Board Member
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IN MEMORY  
OF ALL WE 
HAVE LOST  

IN 2019

LISA MIDDLETON
PALM SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

THANK YOU TO OUR 2019 TDoR STEERING COMMITTEE
Geoff Kors, Palm Springs City Council

Ruth Debra

Thomi Clinton, Executive Director, TH&WC

Angelina Love, Administrator, TH&WC

Rev. Tim Edmonson, Pastor, Hope Palm Springs

Pastor Jane Voigts, United Methodist Church, Palm Springs

Pastor Karen Stephenson, Hope Lutheran Church, Palm Desert

Luke Worrell, United Methodist Church, Palm Springs

Steve Buchanan, Mr. Roost Leather, The Roost Lounge

Andee Kaskiw 

Ian Henzel, LeatherLeaf Marketing

Thank you to Angelina Love for all your dedication and  
volunteering. The world is a better place with your activism!

Macy’s
AsiaSF Palm Springs
City of Palm Springs
Inland Empire Health Plan
The Barracks
Eagle 501
City of Cathedral City
Joy Silver
ViiV Healthcare
El Morocco Inn & Spa
Barton CPA
Gay Real Estate.com
Bloom in the Desert Ministries UCC
National Center for Lesbian Rights
Steven Buchanan and The Roost Lounge
Equality California
Adam Cafege and Marconi
Stephan Baumbach

Lisa Middleton
Slovak, Baron, Empey, Murphy & Pinkney, LLP
Renova Energy
Chill Bar
Seth Schulaner
Eight4Nine Restaurant & Lounge
Sanctuary Palm Springs
United Methodist Church
Mark Duebner Design
Shelley Kaplan
Ryan Sallans
Rattling Good Yarns
Human Rights Campaign
V Hotel
4 Paws Coffee Co.
Glenn Miller
Jeff Stone

God’s love and good works.
You’re welcome here.
Sunday Morning Worship: 10 am

11th Annual Spring Fling Cabaret & Silent Auction
Friday, March 6, 2020 
5:30 pm to 9 pm  | 6th Annual Community Justice Award    
Doubletree by Hilton Golf Resort, Cathedral City

“We Can See  Clearly Now”
PLEASE

JOIN US!

Worship location: Demuth Community Center
3601 East Mesquite Avenue, Palm Springs, CA
760.327.3802    www.bloominthedesert.org
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Transgender Health
and Wellness Center

Transgender Health and Wellness Center

Transgender Health
and Wellness Center

35-325 Date Palm, Suite 143 
Cathedral City, CA 92234

info@trans.health

www.trans.health

Low-cost hair removal. Live authentically.

Call today to schedule an appointment.

760.202.4308
Accepting some insurance plans.

The Butterfly Society
WE INV ITE  YOU TO JOIN

Butterflies are the spiritual symbol for the transgender community and represent transformation. We invite you to become a 
member of THE BUTTERFLY SOCIETY and help us transform the lives of those less fortunate in our community. Your support will 

directly affect the lives of trans folks including trans youth and families. Your generous donation will help expand the services 
and future of the Transgender Health and Wellness Center so that the community may transform in a safe space that is  

designed to serve and support them. There are four levels of giving available.

• Framed photo on the donor wall at TH&WC

• Full-page ad in the Transgender Day of  
Remembrance and Stonewall Humanitarian  
Awards programs

• Two tickets to the Stonewall Humanitarian Awards

• Free training (up to $1,500) for your business on  
sexual harassment, gender in the workplace or other 
seminars (upon request)

• Recognition as a transgender, intersex and gender- 
diverse community ally in our outreach

Palos Butterfly 
$2,500 annually or  
$250 monthly donation

• Framed photo on the donor wall at TH&WC

• Half-page ad in the Transgender Day of  
Remembrance and Stonewall Humanitarian  
Awards programs

• One ticket to the Stonewall Humanitarian Awards

• Free training (up to $750) for your business on  
sexual harassment, gender in the workplace or 
other seminars (upon request)

• Recognition as a transgender, intersex and  
gender-diverse community ally in our outreach

Emperor Butterfly 
$1,200 annually or  
$100 monthly donation

• Framed photo on the donor wall at TH&WC

• Quarter-page ad in the Transgender Day of  
Remembrance program

Monarch Butterfly 
$900 annually or  
$75 monthly donation

• Framed photo on the donor wall at TH&WC

• Recognition in the Transgender Day of  
Remembrance program

Admiral Butterfly 
$600 annually or  
$50 monthly donation

To join The Butterfly Society please mail a check to:  
Transgender Health and Wellness Center, 35-325 Date Palm, Suite 143, Cathedral City, CA, 92234

Electronic deductions can be set up at: www.trans.health 
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Congressman Raul Ruiz shows support at the Transgender 
Health and Wellness Center in front of the Marsha P. Johnson 
mural by Marconi.

Standing room only at the re-opening of the Transgender Health and 
Wellness Center.

80 people march with us in the Palm Springs Greater Pride. We trained over 150 medical students to be culturally  
competent with transgender patients when they have contact 
with them in the future.

Dr. Barbie supporting the trans community at the re-opening. Liam getting clothes from our clothing room. Liam had his clothes taken 
from him but is now in a loving and supporting home. We provide  
clothing to LGBTQ youth and work-appropriate attire for job interviews. 

Wellness Wednesday every second Wednesday of the month at 6 pm.  
Parents and their children are welcome.  For more information please 
email info@trans.health.

Did you know that only 0.015% of each donation given to the 
LGBT community goes directly to transgender organizations 
and leadership?

Stonewall Humanitarian Awards success in raising over $50,000 towards 
the rent for the Transgender Health and Wellness Center. 1. Ethyna 
shows off her comedy on stage of the Stonewall Humanitarian Awards. 
2. Payton shares his story as a trans youth. 3. Liam shares his story 
about being a transgender youth in the foster system. 4. Powerhouse 
Angelina Love shares her story on how Transgender Health and  
Wellness Center changed her life. 

HUMANITARIAN AWARDS

20
19STONEWALL

Jill Soloway (lower center), writer and producer of the  
Amazon original series, Transparent becomes a donor of  
the Transgender Health and Wellness Center.

We celebrated Transgender Day of Visibility in the City of Riverside.  
Ashley Marie Preston sharing her story with youth to empower them.

Hunters honors Transgender Health and Wellness Center for 
his birthday with a “Fill a Volkswagen Sock Drive”.

The community voted us Best of 
Pride for 2019 only after being open 
only a year and a half.

Marconi goes global with his 3D mural at the Transgender Health  
and Wellness Center.
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TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE  
READING OF NAMES – Those lost but not forgotten*

1. Dana Martin, 31, a trans woman of color, was fatally shot in Montgomery, Alabama, on January 6. Reports 
stated that she was found in a roadside ditch in her vehicle and pronounced dead at the scene. Daroneshia 
Duncan-Boyd, an Alabama-based trans advocate, said that “she was a person that was loved by many.”

2. Ellie Marie Washtock, 38, a transfeminine person who identified as both a man and a woman, was found 
dead by their teenage son on January 31 at their World Golf Village condominium in St. Augustine, Florida. 
It was ruled a homicide according to the Putnam County Sheriff’s Office. No suspect has been identified. 
Washtock became posthumously notable for amateur investigative work regarding the September 2010 cold 
case of Michelle O’Connell. Patty O’Connell, mother of Michelle, stated to reporters she believed Washtock’s 
investigating was a factor in their murder.

3. Jazzaline Ware, a trans woman of color, was found dead in her Memphis apartment in March. Her death 
is being investigated as a homicide, according to The Advocate.  “Our community in Memphis is mourning 
the death of Jazzaline Ware, a black trans woman and beloved friend,” said the Transgender Law Center in a 
press release. Further details are unknown as of May 31, 2019.

4. Ashanti Carmon, 27, a trans woman of color, was fatally shot in Prince George’s County, Maryland, on 
March 30. “Until I leave this earth, I’m going to continue on loving her in my heart, body, and soul,” said Philip 
Williams, Carmon’s fiancé. “She did not deserve to leave this earth so early, especially in the way that she 
went out.”

5. Claire Legato, 21, a trans woman of color, was fatally shot in Cleveland on April 15. Local media reports 
that Legato was shot in the head after an argument broke out between her mother and the suspect. She was 
taken to a nearby hospital and died from her injuries on May 14. Friends and family took to social media to 
mourn Legato’s death, remembering her as someone who was “full of life.”

6. Muhlaysia Booker, 23, a trans woman of color, was fatally shot in Dallas on May 18. Local media reported 
that Booker was found dead, lying face down with a gunshot wound near a golf course in east Dallas. In April, 
Booker was viciously attacked in what Dallas Mayor Mike Rawlings described as “mob violence.” Officers say 
that there is no indication as of May 20, 2019, that the April attack is linked to Booker’s killing.

7. Michelle ‘Tamika’ Washington, 40, a trans woman of color, was fatally shot in Philadelphia on May 19. 
Police responded to reports of shots fired in North Philadelphia’s Franklinville neighborhood, according to 
the Philadelphia Gay News. Washington, who was also known by the name Tameka, was found with several 
gunshot wounds and transported to Temple University Hospital, where she was pronounced dead. She is 
remembered by friends and loved ones as a beloved sister and “gay mother.”

8. Paris Cameron, 20, a trans woman of color, was among three people killed in a horrific anti-LGBTQ 
shooting in a home in Detroit on May 25, according to local reports. Alunte Davis, 21, and Timothy Blancher, 
20, two gay men, were found dead at the scene and Cameron was taken to the hospital, where she died from 
her injuries. Two other victims were also shot but survived. “This case illustrates the mortal danger faced by 
members of Detroit’s LGBTQ community, including transgender women of color,” Fair Michigan President 
Alanna Maguire said.

9. Chynal Lindsey, 26, a trans woman of color, was found dead in White Rock Lake, Dallas, with signs of 
“homicidal violence” on June 1, according to police. The Dallas Police Department has reached out to federal 
law enforcement to aid in the investigation. As of June 4, no further details were are available

10. Johana Medina Leon, 25, a trans woman from El Salvador seeking asylum in the United States, died in 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) custody in El Paso, Texas on June 1. After applying for asylum 
on April 11, Leon was detained at the facility where she informed officials of her medical condition, including 
complications resulting from HIV. Leon passed her interview determining that she had credible fear of per-
secution should she return to El Salvador on May 18, but was not paroled until she entered the hospital later 
that month. According to family and advocates, during her incarceration at the facility, she had been denied 
medication and treatment resulting in her death at the Del Sol Medical Center.

*As of October 25, 2019. Any additional names will be read at the event.
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11. Chanel Scurlock, 23, a trans woman of color, was found fatally shot in Lumberton, North Carolina, on 
June 6. Few details are yet public about the crime, but police told a local news outlet they have “great leads” 
in their investigation. “RIP baby,” wrote a friend on Facebook. “You [lived] your life as you wanted. I’m proud of 
you for being unapologetically correct about your feelings and expectations of YOU.”

12. Zoe Spears, 23, a trans woman of color, was found lying in the street with signs of trauma near Eastern 
Avenue in Fairmount Heights, Maryland, and later pronounced dead on June 13, according to local reports. 
“She was my daughter, very bright and very full of life,” transgender advocate Ruby Corado, the founder and 
executive director of Casa Ruby, told HRC. “Casa Ruby was her home. Right now, we just want her and her 
friends and the people who knew her to know that she’s loved.”

13. Brooklyn Lindsey, 32, a trans woman of color, was found dead on the front porch of an abandoned home 
in Kansas City, Missouri, on June 25, according to local news reports. “I love you, Brooklyn Lindsey,” wrote a 
friend on Twitter. “I shall live on for you. Rest in power, sista.”

14. Denali Berries Stuckey, 29, a trans woman of color, was found fatally shot in North Charleston, South 
Carolina, on July 20. “I lost my best friend, first cousin,” wrote a family member on Facebook. “We were more 
than cousins. We were like brother and sister. I love you so much, Pooh.”

15. Tracy Single (née Williams), 22, a trans woman of color, was found dead in west Houston, Texas on 
July 30, a victim of homicide. Single’s body was discovered in a convenience store parking lot around 2:30 
am and moved to a morgue where she laid unidentified for ten days. The victim’s homelessness delayed the 
identification process. Single is the third transgender death of 2019 in Texas, following Muhlaysia Brooker and 
Chynal Lindsey. Single’s boyfriend was charged with her murder in late August. 

16. Kiki Fantroy, 21, a trans woman of color, was fatally shot in Miami on July 31. Fantroy’s mother  
remembered her as having “a heart of gold” and being “a very loving person.” She also pleaded for justice for 
her daughter, saying, “My baby, my baby. Please help bring justice to my baby.”

17. Jordan Cofer, 22, was among the nine victims killed in a mass shooting in Dayton, Ohio, on August 4. 
While Cofer was only out to a handful of close friends and used the pronouns he/him/his on his social media 
profiles, he is remembered by friends as “extremely bright” and “well-liked.” A friend told Splinter News that 
“Jordan was probably one of the sweetest people you would ever meet, a true saint, but he was also very 
scared constantly. He tried to give the best to everyone.”

18. Pebbles LaDime “Dime” Doe, 24, a trans woman of color, was killed in Allendale County, South Carolina, 
on August 4. She was found dead in a car parked in a driveway, according to reports. Doe’s friends and family 
remembered her as having a “bright personality,” and being someone who “showed love” and who was “the 
best to be around.” 

19. Bailey Reeves, 17, a trans teen of color, was fatally shot in Baltimore, Maryland, on September 2. As of 
September 6, little is known about the circumstances surrounding her death.

20. Bee Love Slater, 23, was brutally murdered in Clewiston, Florida, on September 4. Slater is remembered 
by loved ones as someone “with a really, really sweet heart” who “never harmed anyone.”

21. Jamagio Jamar Berryman, a gender non-conforming person of color, was killed in Kansas City, Kansas, 
on September 13. Local activists and community members joined family and friends at a vigil and took to 
social media to mourn Berryman’s loss.

22. Elisha Chanel Stanley, 46, a trans woman of color, was found dead by homicide September 16 in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at 6:30 pm at the Westin Hotel. No other details about death have been released 
by officials, however Pittsburgh Police have stated they were investigating. Local activists and friends of the 
victim alleged investigation by officials and coverage of media was sparse due to the victim’s transgender 
status. Stanley’s funeral was held three days after on September 19.

23. Itali Marlowe, 29, a trans woman of color, was shot multiple times and found by police in the driveway  
of a local home in Houston on September 20. She was transported to a nearby hospital where she was  
pronounced dead, as reported by Monica Roberts of TransGriot.
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24. Brianna “BB” Hill, 30, was fatally shot in Kansas City on October 14. She was pronounced dead when 
officers arrived on the scene. Kansas City Police Capt. Tim Hernandez told local press that the alleged 
shooter remained at the scene until they arrived. She was a beloved member of her community, a fan of the 
Kansas City football team and loved spreading joy by sharing funny videos on her Facebook page.

Additionally, we are deeply concerned about the deaths of Layleen Polanco and Bubba Walker whose 
stories we are following closely. Polanco was found dead in a cell at Riker’s Island on June 7. Walker, 55, had 
been missing since July 26 and was found dead in the aftermath of a house fire in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
on July 30.

 17

 18

 19

 20

 21

 22

 23

 24

19

The Cenotaph can currently be viewed in the front lobby of Palm Springs City Hall.

Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDoR) was founded in 1999 by Gwendolyn Ann Smith when she held 
a vigil for Rita Hester, a transgender woman that was murdered. It has become a global event to address 
the violence and oppression against this community. It is a time when the community that supports LGBTQ+ 
equality comes forward with their direct support to end violence against the transgender, intersex,  
gender non-conforming and non-binary communities.  

2017 was a historical year for the City of Palm Springs, as Transgender Community Coalition donates the first 
Transgender Day of Remembrance Memorial Cenotaph in memory of those transgender people that have 
been murdered and committed suicide due to a world that is not understanding nor accepting. The piece was 
inspired by the murder of transgender woman of color Yaz’min Sanchez, who was thrown into a Florida alley 
and burned to death. The scorched burned marks from her remains inspired a breathtaking sculpture of a 
person laying in a somber fetal position covered in butterflies preparing to return to their creator in the heavens. 
Butterflies are the spiritual symbol of transgender people.

THE ARTIST
HEATH SATOW (b. February 6, 1969) is an American artist who works primarily in fabricated metals. He  
received national attention for his 9/11 Memorial sculpture of hands – created with 3,000 stainless-steel  
doves – lifting one of the twisted steel beams from the World Trade Center to the sky. His passion is art that 
expresses social justice issues and the inequality of the discriminated and oppressed. Inspired by the scale 
model that Thomi Clinton presented to him, he has created a unique piece of Cenotaph art – an empty tomb 
or a monument erected in honor of a person or group of people – that embodies the murders and injustices 
faced by the transgender community in hopes of increasing public conversation to support transgender equality. 

THE CENOTAPH
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Macy’s believes in equality and equity for all

   Thank you Macy’s for your 
generous support of TDoR.


